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God has an order that He has established in the universe. 
The order governs how we interact with one another. Itis 
an order that establishes the days in a week and the 
completion of time in a year. Itis an order that defines 
how a husband is to treat his wife and how his wife is to 
treat her husband. It defines how parents are to care for 
children and how children are to interact with parents. It 
defines how we care for the aged among us. God's order 
also determines whom he calls into positions of leadership. The Torah portion this week 
deals with the Rebellion of Korah. Like most pieces of God's Word, this portion is multi- 
layered and multifaceted. Perhaps there is a little of a potential in each of us to be a 
Korah, or to be a follower of Korah. The Bible says, "The “The heart is hopelessly dark 
and deceitful, a puzzle that no one can figure out. But I, God, search the heart and 
examine the mind. I get to the heart of the human. I get to the root of things. I treat 
them as they really are, not as they pretend to be.” (Jeremiah 17:9 - The Message) 


May the Lord show each of us this morning where exactly Korah went wrong, and may 
the Lord reveal in our own hearts any attitude of rebellion we might have. Likewise, may 
he give us a thorough understanding of how we might avoid being lead astray by one 
such as Korah. 


=> Please stand with me and read from this week's Torah portion 


1 Now Korah the son of Izhar, the son of Kohath, the son of Levi, with Dathan and 
Abiram, the sons of Eliab, and On the son of Peleth, sons of Reuben, took action, 

2 and they rose up before Moses, together with some of the sons of Israel, two 
hundred and fifty leaders of the congregation, chosen in the assembly, men of 
renown. 

3 They assembled together against Moses and Aaron, and said to them, “You have 
gone far enough, for all the congregation are holy, every one of them, and the 
LORD is in their midst; so why do you exalt yourselves above the assembly of the 
LORD?” 

4 — When Moses heard this, he fell on his face; 


5 and he spoke to Korah and all his company, saying, “Tomorrow morning the 
LORD will show who is His, and who is holy, and will bring him near to Himself; 
even the one whom He will choose, He will bring near to Himself. 


Let me start off this morning by telling you a little bit 
about who Korah was. According to extra-biblical Jewish 
sources, he was brilliant, wealthy, influential, and he and 
his family were privileged to have the assigned task of 
transporting the Ark of the Covenant. 


~~ 


But something bothered Korah. He couldn't quite put his finger on it, but it probably 
started with him being amazed at his own wealth, intelligence, prestige, influence, and 
power. And of course, he was probably pleased on some level that his family were the 
keepers of the Ark. Something about Moses bothered him. Moses couldn't speak as well 
as Korah. Moses wasn't really a strong man like Korah, and frankly Korah felt he had 
more natural abilities to lead the people than did Moses. Over time, Korah felt that either 
God had made some mistake, or worse yet that God really hadn't had anything to do with 
this Moses ending up in charge. Korah convinced himself that God wasn't in any of it at 
all, and in fact it was Moses who had appointed himself and made so many of these silly 
rules to impose on the people. 


Extra-biblical Jewish sources tell us that Korah had served in Pharoah's treasury and he 
had become fabulously wealthy. He had money, prestige, power, and position, but guess 
what? It wasn't enough. Korah wanted more. As the children of Israel made their way 
into the desert Korah began to think on the fact that he had been given the task of "just 
carrying the ark"; and it wasn't fair that others were in the limelight. He felt that Moses 
needed to be replaced, and he felt he was the appropriate replacement. 


The scriptures tells us that Korah a son of Levi, and On a son of Reuben took 250 leaders 
in Israel and they confronted Moses. These were all men of renown. They were like the 
chieftains of Israel. And Korah began his attempt to remove Moses by saying, "The 
whole congregation is holy and the Lord is in their midsts". Korah couches his strategy 
of rebellion in a seemingly well-sounding egalitarian lie about the holiness of the people. 
What Korah is really saying is, "Moses, I'm holy and the people are holy, and we don't 
need you. God is here in our midst anyway with or without you. Your time is up." 


Moses wasn't sure how to respond so he fell on his face. Then the Bible tells us that he 
told Korah and his followers to meet at him at dawn the next morning with censers in 
their hands to see whom the Lord would choose as "holy". So the 250 chieftains plus 
Korah showed up with their censers the next morning. Then God said to Moses. 
"Separate yourself and Aaron from them so I can put an end to them at once." (v. 21). 


ae Moses quickly urged all the others to get away 
$< from Korah and his followers, and to not 
r touch anything of theirs and to get away from 
their tents. Then the Bible tells us that "?! As 


soon as he finished saying all this, the ground under them split apart ** and the earth 
opened its mouth and swallowed them and their households, and all those associated with 
Korah, together with their possessions. 3° They went down alive into the realm of the 
dead, with everything they owned; the earth closed over them, and they perished and 
were gone from the community. *4 At their cries, all the Israelites around them fled, 
shouting, “The earth is going to swallow us too!” 35 And fire came out from the LORD and 
consumed the 250 men who were offering the incense. 


The Bible tells us that the next day ALL of the people came against Moses because they 
were angry that he had orchestrated the deaths of those great men. As the people moved 
to the tabernacle area to confront Moses and Aaron, the glory of the Lord showed up in 
the pillar of cloud and then a plague broke out among the people. God's anger burned 
against them for their wicked hearts, and he was intent on slaying them. Had it not been 
for Moses' intervention they may have all died. 


So what in the world can we harvest out of this odd piece of scripture. I think there are 
any truths on many different levels in the passage. Let's look at a few: 


1) God has an order to all ee 


Korah and the rebels overlooked the fact that 
Moses and Aaron did not appoint 
themselves. God called and appointed them 
to serve Him for a specific purpose. Moses 
never asked to be called. It is T to question something a spiritual leader has said, but 
it would be wrong to start off by going and gossiping with others concerning that thing. 
We are all called to different kinds of leadership. Some lead children. Some lead 
family, and all of us lead neighbors in knowing how a Christ-Follower should look and 
act. We should never be envious of the calling God has put on someone else's life. 


2)Principle 2: No one is immune to the 
influence of bad company. We need to 


avoid following those who are in 


rebellion. Those who are "in 
rebellion" are any who ignore God's 


order for the world. Instead they end 
up being creators of chaos. We see 
this much in political parties as some seek to defy God's will for mankind and impose 
godlessness on the rest of society. Guard your hearts and minds from these kinds of 
people. Don't follow them. Don't support them. 


“Do not be misled. Bad company corrupts good character.” (J Corinthians 15:33) The 
fact of the matter is that Korah was a bad guy. But 250 leaders chose to follow him 
instead of standing up to him. We should never follow the leader headed in the wrong 
direction just because he or she may be charismatic, wealthy, or in some other way 
attractive. How does this happen? It happens when we take our eyes off of the Lord 
and put them on a person. Don't follow people with bad motives. 


3) Watch the motives of not only your leaders, but of 


yourself in the things that you do. Principle 3. We Need to 


“All a person’s ways seem pure to them, but motives are 
weighed by the Lord.” (Proverbs 16:2) 


What are your motives? What are my motives? Perhaps Dathan and Abiram, who were 
of the tribe of Reuben, felt entitled because they lost the “birthright” of Israel (Genesis 
49:34) 


Korah, who was a Levite, was envious of Moses and Aaron’s leadership positions. This 
envy combined with selfish ambition, resulting in strife and rebellion. What causes 
fights and quarrels? Where does strife come from? “For where you have envy and 
selfish ambition, there you find disorder and every evil practice.” (James 3:16) 


4) Vengeance belongs to God. Don't be 
involved in "payback" to the person that wrongs 


“VENGEANCE” 


ou. 
God. "Vengeance is mine. I will repay sayeth the 
Lord." Moses did not try to vindicate himself; 
rather, he let God defend him. Just like in last 
week’s Parasha, when Moses’ sister rebelled 
against him, his reaction to Korah’s rebellion was one of humility. The text tells us he 
fell on his face. Likewise, we should also entrust ourselves to the God who sees and 
hears. He says to leave vengeance to Him (Deuteronomy 32:35; Romans 12:9) God 
warns us to not take revenge against those who injure or malign us. Rather than lash out 
at those who speak against us or hurt us, we should pray for them. (Matthew 5:44) 


Behold 5) Unity is precious to the Lord. Avoid disunity and 
pleasant hy M t 
ise WCUIENS. 


it is for 


get lf in unity Rebellion against God's order of things always causes 
strife and disunity. If we look into the text we can see 


that Satan no doubt began to whisper into Korah's heart and Korah listened. Likewise, he 
in turn whispered into the ears of hundreds of others. This is Slander. Slander is oral 
defamation. Saying or publishing statements about another with a desire to lower their 
reputation in the eyes of others is wrong. Slander will kill a church body by destroying 
the unity. 


Notice Korah's Slander - "who made him ruler over us? We're from the line of the 
Cohenim (priests) and others of you are from the first born line of Reuben. Who does 
this guy think he is who is lording over us?" 


It is easy to have problems like this in a congregation. Someone can begin to think, "Hey 
I run the sound board, or I vacuum the floor, I carry out the trash, I clean the toilets, and 
who does this guy think he is up front? Why do Larry, Sandy, and Faber get to be up 
front where everyone can see them? Well, God has different things for different people 
to do. 


Proverbs 10:11-12 We need to speak life and not speak lies behind someone's back. 
"The mouth of the righteous is a fountain of life, but the mouth of the wicked conceals 
violence. !* Hatred stirs up conflict, but love covers over all wrongs. 


CHURCH 


WE NOT ME 


Listen to James the brother of Jesus, 

1 Brothers and sisters, do not slander one 

another. Anyone who speaks against a brother or 
sister or judges them speaks against the Torah (law) and judges the Torah. When you 
judge the Torah, you are not keeping it, but sitting in judgment on it. 1? There is only one 
Lawgiver and Judge, the one who is able to save and destroy. But you—who are you to 
judge your neighbor? 


This portion is much about strife. It's about division. God hates division. Romans 
16:17-18 reminds us, 1” I urge you, brothers and sisters, to watch out for those who cause 
divisions and put obstacles in your way that are contrary to the teaching you have 
learned. Keep away from them. !* For such people are not serving our Lord Christ, but 
their own appetites. By smooth talk and flattery they deceive the minds of naive people. 


Proverbs 6 There are six things the Lord hates, seven that are detestable to him: haughty 
eyes, a lying tongue, hands that shed innocent blood, a heart that devises wicked 
schemes, feet that are quick to rush into evil, a false witness who pours out lies and a 
person who stirs up conflict in the community. 


Don't form cliques (Matt 7:45-46), 
don't let petty matters fester (Luke 6:27-29), don't play the blame game, don't hold 
grudges (Matthew 18:21-22), don't create drama (Matt 5:9), don't be jealous of each other 
(Luke 6:22-23), don't have a short temper (Prov12:16), don't gossip (Prov 16:28, 20:19), 
don't have a prideful attitude (2 Tim 2:24-25), don't fail to love (1 Cor 13:4-7) 


The only way to begin to avoid these acts of rebellion is to have a solid relationship with 
Jesus Christ. That comes through 
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